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INTRODUCTION

The Saudi French Business Council (CAFS) and Nest Accelerator are joining forces to 
organize the first Global Women Leaders Innovation Forum – Saudi French Edition in 
Riyadh, with the strategic support of the G100 Women Economic Forum.

This pioneering initiative aims to strengthen cross-border collaboration between 
Saudi Arabia and France through innovation and female empowerment, while aligning 
with Saudi Vision 2030’s strategic objectives to position women as key drivers of 
economic diversification and social transformation.

The Forum will feature keynotes, high-level panels, and experience-sharing sessions 
with Saudi, French, and international women leaders, entrepreneurs, and 
changemakers.

By reinforcing relations between France and Saudi Arabia, and positioning Riyadh as a 
global hub for female entrepreneurial excellence, this initiative directly contributes to 
Vision 2030’s ambition of increasing women’s workforce participation, fostering 
innovation-driven entrepreneurship, and building a thriving, inclusive economy.
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DATE, TIME & LOCATION

Monday 6th October 2025, 6 PM

Federation of Saudi Chambers
Auditorium
King Fahad Branch Road
Al Mutamarat, Riyadh 12711
https://maps.app.goo.gl/Bpukjoag
T3acBr9o7 
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PROGRAM

• 6.00 PM – Welcoming speech, by Dr. Mohamed Ben Laden, President of the CAFS

• 6.10 PM – Welcome speech (Video), by Dr. Harbeen Arora Rai, Founder of the 
Women Economic Forum (WEF) 

• 6.20 PM – Welcome speech, by Ms. Lamia Hanafi, CEO & Founder of Nest 
Accelerator, President of Startup Ecosystem & Innovation at G100 Women 
Economic Forum

• 6.30 PM – Keynote speech by Mrs. Aljohara Al-Mandil, Head of Digital Innovation 
Lab, Riyad Bank

• 7.00 PM – Panel discussion on Women Leadership in Saudi Arabia

• 7.30 PM – Panel discussion on Saudi French Women in Tech

• 8.00 PM – Networking reception
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KEYNOTE SPEAKERS

6.00 PM – Welcoming speech, by Dr. Mohamed Ben Laden, President of 
the CAFS

President of the Saudi French Business Council (CAFS) since 2012, Dr. Ben 
Laden holds a doctorate in History from La Sorbonne (Paris) and advanced 
degrees in diplomatic studies and law from prestigious French institutions.
He is also President of Armada Holding and Chairman of BLK Partners 
(formerly Mohamed Ben Laden Law Firm), while also serving as an arbitrator 
for the GCC Commercial Arbitration Center.
He sits at the Board of Al-Ahli Jeddah Football Club.
He holds the distinguished French honours of the Legion of Honor, the Order 
of the Merit, and the Order of Academic Palms.
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KEYNOTE SPEAKERS

6.10 PM – Welcome speech (Video), by Dr. Harbeen Arora Rai, Founder of 
the Women Economic Forum (WEF) 

Dr. Harbeen Arora Rai is a globally recognized businesswoman and 
philanthropist who founded the Women Economic Forum (WEF) in 2015 as 
part of her comprehensive ecosystem of five interconnected platforms 
dedicated to women's empowerment, including G100, ALL Ladies League, 
Women's Indian Chamber of Commerce and Industry (WICCI), and 
SHEconomy.
She was named among the Top 100 Most Reputable People on Earth in 2019, 
and has built a powerful global network reaching over one million women 
across 150 countries.
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KEYNOTE SPEAKERS

6.20 PM – Welcome speech, by Ms. Lamia Hanafi, CEO & Founder of Nest 
Accelerator, President of Startup Ecosystem & Innovation at G100 
Women Economic Forum

Ms. Lamia Hanafi is an internationally recognized French entrepreneur and 
innovation strategist, Founder & CEO of Nest Accelerator, the first cross-
border hub connecting emerging markets to the global startup map. As 
President of Startup Ecosystem & Innovation at the G100 Women Economic 
Forum, she advances female leadership in innovation worldwide. She created 
NextAfrica, the first panafrican startup accelerator program at Station F, co-
founded the award-winning startup Lok-iz in France, and has been featured in 
Forbes, Arab Leaders and Voice of America, earning international recognition 
among Europe’s 40 Under 40 Business Leaders.
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KEYNOTE SPEAKERS

6.30 PM – Keynote speech by Mrs. Aljohara Al-Mandil, Head of Digital 
Innovation Lab, Riyad Bank

A strategic marketing professional with extensive academic and international 
experience, Mrs. Aljohara Al-Mandil served as Senior Vice President and 
Head of the Innovation Laboratory at Riyad Bank until transitioning to Head of 
Digital Innovation Lab at Jeel (Riyad Bank's fintech subsidiary). With over a 
decade of experience in Saudi banking, she holds a Bachelor's degree in 
International Business & Marketing from the University of Tampa and 
completed a Global Executive MBA at INSEAD, bringing a proven track record 
in transforming strategies and processes while promoting data-driven 
decision-making culture.
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PANEL DISCUSSIONS

7 PM – Panel discussion on Women Leadership in Saudi Arabia

MC: Ms. Lamia Hanafi, Founder of Nest Accelerator, Chair of Startup & 
Innovation at the Women Economic Forum

Speakers:
• Mrs. Shataa Al Saaed, Director General of Entrepreneurship at Monshaat
• Mrs. Afnan Ababtain, Director of Innovation, Ministry of Investment
• Dr. Safiya Alshibani, Vice Dean of Academic Affairs at Princess Nourah 

Bint Abdulrahman University
• Mrs. Isabelle Bebear, BPI France
• Mrs. Mélanie Guilldou, Country Director of Lagardère Travel Retail Saudi 

Arabia
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PANEL DISCUSSIONS

7.30 PM – Panel discussion on Saudi French Women in Tech

MC: Ms. Lamia Hanafi, Founder of Nest Accelerator, Chair of Startup & 
Innovation at the Women Economic Forum

Speakers:
• Mrs. Lateefa AlWaleeen, Managing Director of Endeavor Saudi
• Mrs. Mirna Al Ali, Founder of HerStory Talk Show, of Playbook and of 

Women Spark
• Mrs. Arwa Shafi, Vice-President of The Garage
• Mrs. Julie Barbier, CEO and Co-Founder of Merit
• Mrs. Cecilia Pueyo, Founder of Bonjour Saudi
• Mrs. Maria Medvedeva, Vice Chairwoman of Skyro
• Dr. Reem Taibah, Project Lead at C4IR Saudi Arabia
• Mrs. Adwa Al Dakheel, General Manager of El Falak Investment Hub
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