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01. KSA:
Key facts & regulatory
authorities



KEY ECONOMIC 
INDICATORS:

A G20 ECONOMY
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• GDP: $1,1 Tr (2024), +3% annual 
growth rate

• GDP per capita: $63K (2024)

• Population: 34 million (2024), with 
a median age of 31.7 years



SAUDI ARABIA’S 
TRADE 
AND MARKET 
ACCESS
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o Saudi Arabia is a gateway to the 

Middle East and North Africa.

o Critical geographic location, 

robust economy, and Vision 2030 goals.

o Diversification efforts 

beyond oil.
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Authorities

SASO logo

SAUDI 
REGULATORY
AUTHORITIES



COMPLIANCE:

A MANDATORY
PROCESS
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• +200 B USD of imports per year

• 80% of consumers goods are 
imported

• Mitigates risks, reduces delays, 
and builds trust with authorities 
like SASO and SFDA.

• Non-compliance can lead to 
penalties, shipments rejections 
(re-exportation) 



QUALITY INDEX 
IN KSA
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• Ranked 20 in the world in 2024 
in the Quality Infrastructure for 
Sustainable Development 
(QI4SD)

• Saudi Accreditation Center 
created in 2021: 600 bodies are 
now accredited (local + 
international) 



02.
Access for food and cosmetics
SFDA programs 

GHAD platform



A FULLY DIGITALIZED PROCESS 
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FOOD IMPORT MARKET IN KSA
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•Main Sources of Food Imports
•Countries like Brazil, India, USA, and the EU.
•Increasing diversification of import sources to enhance
food security.

•Growth Factors
•Rapid population growth and increasing urbanization.
•High demand for diverse food products.
•Strong economic performance leading to higher
purchasing power.

Significance of Food Imports
• Key imports: grains, meat, dairy, fruits, and vegetables.
• Food imports reach approximately 21 billion EUR
annually,

Total Food Imports 21B Euros

Food Imports from France 600M Euro

Source: General Authority for Statistics 



SAUDI FOOD AND DRUGS AUTHORITY
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•Established in 2003 to regulate food, drugs, medical devices, and cosmetics

•Responsibilities: Ensuring product safety, efficacy, and quality through registration, inspection, and monitoring

•SFDA certification process:

• Product registration: Submission of product information, 

• Testing: Samples are tested at SFDA-approved laboratories

• COC issuance: Certificate of Conformity

•Key requirements for different product categories:

• Food: Compliance with food safety standards, halal certification, and labeling requirements

• Pharmaceuticals: Good Manufacturing Practices (GMP) certification, clinical trial data, and product information

• Medical devices: Classification, quality management system, and technical documentation



PROCESS OF CERTIFICATE OF CONFORMITY ISSUANCE
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For each Shipment of Food Product 
Exported to KSA



COSMETICS
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• 51 Bn SAR (12.75 Bn EUR)

• Major imports: France, China, 
USA, UAE

• +11% growth per year



CERTIFICATION
BEFORE SHIPMENT
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All cosmetics products 
from all countries are 
subject to mandatory 
Certificate of conformity

CONTACT A 
CERTIFICATION BODY 
LIKE BUREAU VERITAS 
BEFORE SHIPMENT!



STEP BY STEP
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Product registration on GHAD:

https://ghad.sfda.gov.sa/en/login

Choice of Certification body and issuance of the COC 
on FASEH 

https://faseh.sfda.gov.sa/



PROCESS
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• Inspection 

• Testing 

• Issuing of certificate 
of Conformity 



03.
Access for other products
SASO SABER program 

GHAD platform



SASO (SAUDI STANDARDS, METROLOGY, AND 
QUALITY ORGANIZATION)
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•Established in 1972 as the national standards body

•Responsibilities: Setting standards, technical regulations, and conformity assessment procedures

•SASO certification process:

• Product registration: Submission of product information, technical documentation, and test reports

• Testing: Samples are tested at SASO-accredited laboratories to ensure compliance with standards

• COC issuance: Certificate of Conformity is issued upon successful completion of the process

•Mandatory and voluntary SASO standards:

• Mandatory standards: Applied to products and services to ensure safety, health, and environmental protection

• Voluntary standards: Adopted by companies to improve quality and competitiveness



SABER OVERVIEW AWERNESS 



SABER 
PLATFORM

SAUDI STANDARDS, 
METROLOGY, AND 
QUALITY 
ORGANIZATION 
(SASO)

SABER

A digital platform within the digital systems of the Saudi Product
Safety Program, which enables imported or locally manufactured
products, to receive the required Certificates for them.

C H A P T E R 1

HS CODES LIST

It's a numerical code that includes a description of the product. The 
HS code aims to classify the product and determine its customs tariff,
SABER HS CODE



TECHNICAL
COMPLIANCE

TECHNICAL REGULATIONS

The documents shortlisting terms, requirements
of markings or labelling for products, services,
processes, or production methods.

C H A P T E R 1



FIRST STEP: 
CHOICE OF 
CONFORMITY 
BODY

CONFORMITY SCOPE

The conformity
bodies should be
accredited by
regions

Over 50 technical
regulations

4 regions

C H A P T E R 1



STEP BY STEP 
DEMONSTRATION
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https://saber.sa



PRODUCT 
JOURNEY

PRODUCT REGISTRATION

C H A P T E R 2

The beneficiary should register the product in SABER portal.

First open account then log in to commercial product.



PRODUCT 
JOURNEY

PRODUCT REGISTRATION
C H A P T E R 2

When log in an OTP is required .

First thing the product should be registered,

We have 2 kind of product :regulated or not regulated.

•Product Name: The name under which the product will be 
registered and marketed.
•HS Code (Harmonized System Code): Use the ZATCA 
customs tariff portal to confirm the HS Code
• Manufacturer Name and Address: The full legal name 
and location of the entity producing the product.
•Trademark: The registered brand or mark under which the 
product is recognized.
•Module Number: Indicates the conformity assessment 
procedure/module (e.g., Module A, B+C, etc.), depending 
on the regulatory framework.
•Product Picture: A clear and accurate photograph or 
image of the product. 



PRODUCT 
JOURNEY

type of applicable PCOC:

1- conformity certificate (type 1a)

2- conformity certificate (type 3)

3- Saudi quality mark (SQM)

4- IECEE (ER OR EX)

5-GMARK

PRODUCT REGISTRATION
C H A P T E R 2

Once a product is registered, it becomes eligible to apply for a
Certificate of Conformity (CoC) in accordance with the relevant
technical regulations.

•Regulated product : the technical regulation should be 
followed for require conformity assessment procedure
•Not regulated product: where COC is not required ,product 
registration needed to issue shipment certificate 



PRODUCT 
JOURNEY

PRODUCT REGISTRATION
C H A P T E R 2

After pressing on applicable certificate needed , the client should
select the registered product and proceed

Some of technical regulation require additional requirement
as follow:

1-water efficiency label

2-energy efficiency label

3-other requirement by Technical regulation.



PRODUCT 
JOURNEY

PRODUCT REGISTRATION
C H A P T E R 2

After adding the required info and module the client should Select CB
as per required technical regulation and region

The Conformity Assessment Bodies (CABs) approved by
SASO are authorized to perform conformity assessment
activities for product certification, in line with the Saudi
technical regulations issued by SASO.



PRODUCT 
JOURNEY

PRODUCT REGISTRATION
C H A P T E R 2

After Selecting the CB , they will contact you for providing needed
document as per TR and proceed with PCOC .

Request number will be generated once CB selected ,



PRODUCT 
JOURNEY

PRODUCT REGISTRATION

C H A P T E R 2

The beneficiary should register the product in SABER portal.

Product name, HS code, manufacturer name and address, trademark,
module number, product picture.

On SABER, he can select the CAB (conformity assessment body )
according to the TR and region

PRODUCT CERTIFICATE OF CONFORMITY 

After client select the CAB, it will receive the request on its portal,



PRODUCT 
JOURNEY

PRODUCT CERTIFICATE OF CONFORMITY 

C H A P T E R 2

CAB receive the request
Accept working on it based on their scope and competency to perform
the assessment needed.

When beneficiary pays, the request will be pending from CAB side to
take decision
The decision will be taken based on technical regulation requirement
compliance.

If the decision is the product is a conformable product, PCOC will be
issued.



PRODUCT 
JOURNEY

CONFIRM THE HS CODE

C H A P T E R 2

The beneficiary should have account in Saber.

He should confirm the 12-digit HS code by using below link,

tariff HS code



CONFORMITY
ASSESSMENT
PROCEDURES

CONFORMITY ASSESSMENT PROCEDURES

CAB should check the conformity
assessment procedure from the
applicable Technical Regulation.

The schemes will be type 1a or
type 3 as per ISO 17067, and
SASO General Regulation for
Conformity Models.

Refer to SALEEM/SABER
Certification Procedure latest

version in SP link

The latest version of TR should be
checked.

TR available in SASO website link

C H A P T E R 3



CONFORMITY
ASSESSMENT
PROCEDURES

TYPE 3 GENERAL REQUIREMENTS

1. Test report from an accredited lab (ISO 17025)

not older then 3 years, as per SASO applicable

standards in the TR

2. Manufacturer Risk assessment including the

product andmodules

3. Declaration of conformity for the products in

the module

4. Certification agreement (to be signed 1 time)

5. QMS certificate (ISO 9001, 14001..)

6. Picture of module andmarking

7. Other requirement as per the TR (such as

Arabic user manual , MSDS for detergent …)

8. Factory audit is required

C H A P T E R 3



CONFORMITY
ASSESSMENT
PROCEDURES

TYPE 1A GENERAL REQUIREMENTS

1. Test report from accredited lab (ISO 17025) not

older then 3 years, as per SASO applicable

standards in TR

2. Manufacturer Risk assessment include the

product andmodules

3. Declaration of conformity for product in

module

4. Certification agreement (to be signed 1 time)

5. QMS certificate (iso 9001 .iso 14001..)

6. Picture of module andmarking

7. Other requirement as per the TR (such as

Arabic user manual , MSDS for detergent …)

C H A P T E R 3



PRODUCT 
JOURNEY

PRODUCT CERTIFICATE OF CONFORMITY 

C H A P T E R 2

After The PCOC is issued , it will be valid for 1 year.

The beneficiary can apply now for shipment certificate (unlimited
during the duration of the PCOC) to release his shipment and
released to the KSA market.



04. Other accreditations:
MALATH & Organic



BUREAU VERITAS 
MAIN 
ACCREDITATIONS 
AND LTO’S 2024

39



INHERENT DEFECTS INSURANCE - KSA

IDI: OVERVIEW

IDI insurance covers the cost of repairing or rectifying structural defects 
that may arise due to faulty design, workmanship, or materials used

Coverage period: 10 years following construction completion to owner

Mandatory in KSA starting May 2020 to obtain construction permit and 
occupancy certificate

Malath Insurance is the exclusive provider of IDI insurance within KSA, 
and BV KSA is approved by Malath as IDI technical control company



INHERENT DEFECTS INSURANCE - KSA

TECHNICAL INSPECTION SERVICES (TIS)

Insurers require to appoint an accredited TIS company for coverage

TIS offers an impartial technical opinion on construction quality and 
associated risks

TIS scope includes design review and spot inspections for structure 
and waterproofing (basement waterproofing is optional)

TIS solely conducts checks and doesn't replace consultants or impact 
construction progress



INHERENT DEFECTS INSURANCE - KSA

TIS – INTERVENTION PHASES

Design
• TIS conducts compliance checks 

to design standards and 

assesses structural adequacy

• TIS prepares an initial risk 

appraisal report (RD0 report) to 

be submitted to the insurer

Construction
• TIS conducts onsite inspections of 

execution/construction works by 

spot checking

• TIS conducts technical 

documents/submittals review

• TIS issues site inspection reports 

following visits

Practical Completion
• TIS issues a final "RD6 report" 

containing observations and a final 

appraisal of completed works

• The insurance period commences 

only upon submission of this report 

to the insurer

• TIS conducts a post-construction 

waterproofing inspection and 

issues an additional "RD3 report."



Slide / 43

Cosmetics Food 
products Total 

300 M 
EUR 

600 M 
EUR

4 MRDS 
EUR

TOTAL IMPORTS FROM FRANCE (2021)



€5.9
billion

R E V E N U E  I N  2 0 2 3

82,000
employees*

400,000+
clients

~1,600
offices &

laboratories 

1 4 0  C O U N T R I E S

* As of December 31, 2023

BUREAU VERITAS KEY FIGURES
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BUREAU VERITAS IN SAUDI ARABIA
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Main offices Branch 

offices

Laboratory

© Copyright Bureau Veritas

Since

late 90’s 
in Saudi Arabia

+1000
Employees

+20
Agrifood Services

6
Offices, including 4
laboratories

H. Office

BV Minerals Laboratory

BV Food and Cosmetics Laboratory

BV Electrical Laboratory

BV Fuels Lab

Yanbu office

Jeddah office

Jubail office

Khobar office

NEOM Office 



CONTACT DETAILS
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conformity.ksa@bureauveritas.com

https://verigates.bureauveritas.com/programmes/saudi-
arabia

Tel : +966 11 834 0300 

Mobile : +966 55 025 2156

https://maps.app.goo.gl/D89Ls1bEJUxsUXc16

Office: 108,109, 1st Floor | Canary Center |

Prince Abdulaziz Ibn Musaid Bin Jalawi Street 

Al Sulaimaniyah District | Riyadh



Q&A
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